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From The Editor’s Desk .. . 


Please note our new address. As a result of personnel 
changes, it has been necessary to move our publication, 
editorial, and book service offices back to St. Louis, where 
The American Rationalist began five years ago. All cor- 
respondence, subscriptions, book orders, sample copy orders, 
manuscripts, book reviews, etc., should be sent to:— The 
American Rationalist, 2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mis- 
souri. Any delay in receiving book orders will be due to 
our address change, but normal service should be restored 
by the time this issue is posted. 

Emmett McLoughlin's article entitled ‘“‘Ciericalist Shock 
Troops In Action", in the January-February, 1961 issue of 
AR, has resulted in numerous requests for reprints and re- 
print rights. Although we would like to be able to supply 
reprints of this article, we cannot, for the article in question 
is a condensation of Mr. McLoughlin's latest book, American 
Culture and Catholic Schools, published by Lyle Stuart. Those 
who are interested may order extra copies of the Jan.-Feb. 
1961 Rationalist containing Mr. McLoughlin's article from our 
Book Service: single copies at 35c each; five or more copies 
at 30c each; prices on request for larger quantities. Readers 
interested in obtaining McLoughlin’s book, American Culture 
And Catholic Schools, may order copies from our Book 
Service at the regular list price of $4.95. 

The ‘‘Readers Forum" in this issue contains two letters 
expressing disagreement with certain items which have ap- 
peared in these pages. We will always welcome comment 
and criticism, constructive and otherwise, and will strive to 
present divergent points of view on all matters of special 
interest to our readers. 


We have occasionally been asked what organization 
sponsors the American Rationalist. The answer is — none. 
AR is published by a non-profit educational corporation 
composed of interested individual Rationalists. It is, there- 
fore, wholly independent of any membership organization, 
though we will and do cooperate with all groups which 
pursue aims similar to ours. Our subscribers do not ‘‘join 
anything when they send us $3 for a year's subscription; they 
do not thereby become members of any organization or 
society. We make this point simply because subscription 
to a few other journals is sometimes tantamount to joining 
the group which publishes the magazine. We just thought 
you'd like to know. 


It is with regret that we announce that Pat O'Connor, 
our able Circulation Manager, is leaving our staff for personal 
reasons. Pat has put a fantastic amount of time and labor 
(all unpaid) into making this magazine a success. We'll 
miss him. Thanks for all you've done, Pat, and the best 
of luck to you. 


EDD DOERR. 


RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION TO MEET 

The annual meeting of the Rationalist Ass'n., 
publishers of the American Rationalist, will be 
held on August 27, 1961, at 2:00 P.M., at the 
Claridge Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri at the close 
of the American Rationalist Federation's Con- 
vention. 
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AN EDITORIAL 


No Public Funds For Parochial Schools 


As we gp to press, it is uncertain which way 
Congress will go with regard to federal aid 
to education in general or in particular io 
the demand by the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
for federal aid, in any form, to parochial 
schools. It is the well-founded view of Tne 
American Rationalist that this Catholic demand 
for public funds for its brainwashing cente:s, 
screamed forth full force by such numerous 
mouthpieces as Cardinal Spellman (and re- 
iterated in softer tones by non-Catholic dupes 
and brainwashees), constitutes a very grave 
threat to our already weakened and eroded 
freedoms. 

The principle argument that is put forth 
by the Catholic clericalists in their drive to 
gain access to the public treasury is that to 
deny federal aid to parochial schools is “‘dis- 
criminatory’. The hierarchy is apparentiy 
using Hitler’s notorious “big lie’’ technique; if 
Catholic mouthpieces yell “discrimination” long 
enough and loudly enough, faint-hearted Cur- 
gressmen may break down and open the 
treasury t» the grasping clericalists. To use 
federal funds exclusively for public schools 
would not discriminate in any way against 
Catholic children, for they are quite free (if 
we discount the mumbo-jumbo of Canon Law) 
to attend the democratic, non-sectarian public 
schools whick serve and seem to be good 
enough fo; the vast mapority of our children. 
Denying public funds to church-ope.ated 
schools is no more discriminatory than deny- 
ing public funds to persons who keep buckeis 
of water in their homes in preference to rely- 
ing upor the municipal fire department. The 
clericalist cry of “discrimination” is nothing 
more than a dirty ruse. 


Incidentally, though perhaps _irrelevantly, 
the claim. by the Catholic hierarchy that tis 
schools, if denied public support ,would be 
unable te compete (indeed, why the devil 
should they?) with the public schools, is the 
sheerest nonsense. U.S. News and World 
Report (April 3, 1961) states that parochiai 
schools spend an average of $440 per year 
per pupil, while public schools are harcly 
able to spend $390 per year per pupil. Under 
Mr. Kennedy's suggested program, the federal 
government would add io existing public 
school funds an average of at best $30 per 
pupil per year. Thus, even if Mr. Kennedy's 
federal aid to public schools program is passed 
by Congress, parochial schools would still be 
spending more money per year per pupil. And 
we must noc forget that parochial schools are 
operated cliiefly by nuns, priests and lay 
brothers wh: work for considerably less com- 
pensation than their public schools counter- 
parts who must support families. One might 
also conciude from the foregoing statistics that, 
since parochial classrooms are somewhat more 
crowded than public ones and since parochial 
school education is generally inferior to public 
school education, the Catholic schools are 
extremely inefficient and wasteful with their 
$440 per year per pupil. 

Let us, then, summarize the principle 
reasons why all intelligent and freedom loving 
Americans should vigorously oppose all at- 
tempts by the clericalists to get their greedy 
fingers into the public till: 

1. Any form of federal aid to parochial 
schools, whether it be direct grants or tax 
credits or loans (if giving the money would 
be wrong and unconstitutional, so also would 
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be loaning it, it seems to us), would be a 


violation of the First Amendment's 
religious freedom guarantees, for it would mean 
that three fourths or more of our taxpayers 
would be forced to contribute to religious ac- 
tivities and indoctrination they do not approve 
of. As Mr. Kennedy himself has indicated, 
this would be clearly unconstitutional. — The 
Supreme Court, in the famous Everson case, 
has said: “No tax in any amount, large or 
small, can be levied to support any religious 
activities or instructions, whatever they may 
be called, or whatever form they may adopt 
to teach and practice religion ... The First 
Amendment has erected a wall between church 
and state. That wall must be kept high and 
impregnable We would not approve the 
slightest breach.”’ 

2. Those who demand federal aid for 
parochial schools are only secondarily interested 
in the real education of children, much less 
education leading toward freedom of thought 
and sane, balanced, intelligent living and active 
participation in the affairs of a democratic 
society. No the clericalists are primarily in- 
terested in the grossest sort of authoritarian 
sectarian indoctrination or “‘brainwashing’™’ and 
in the ideological segregation of their charges 
from the liberalizing influences of democratic 
public schools. And religious segregation, or 
“apartheid’’, we feel, is equally as evil as racial 
or cultural segregation. 

3. Public aid to parochial schools would 
inescapably result in the decay and decline of 
all education in our country, and thus in the 
decay and decline of the nation itself (which 
is already in not the best of health), for ail 
religious denominations would sooner or later 
seek and obtain public funds for their schools. 
Eventually a shrunken and impoverished public 
school system would find itself competing with 
literally dozens or scores of atomized, inferior, 
wrangling, devisive, flock-stealing parochial 
school systems; and teachers would become 
a nervous, gutless mob of whimpering sheep 
subject to the most exact examinations for 
creedal orthodoxy. And all this at a time 
when our chief international competitor is 
building the largest and most unified edu- 
cational system the world has ever known. 
Further, the most likely beneficiary of the 
chaotic mess described above would be the 
group which already has a big head start im 
the parochial school business, the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, the traditional enemy of 
freedom, progress and sanity in our Western 
civilization. 

There is, it should be obvious, no question 


serious 
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but that federal aid to parochial schools wouid 
be unconstitutional, immoral, undemocratic, 
stupid, and possibly even suicidal. 

What can we do? 

We can bring these facts and views to the 
attention of our Senators and Representatives, 
through polite, concise letters — perhaps based 
upon this editorial. (Writing to your Congress- 
man is quite simple; you need no address other 
than the House or Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C.) We can make our position 
— the position of all intelligent, freedom- 
loving Americans — more widely known 
through letters to the editors of newspapers 
and magazines, letters which are short, cour- 
teous and to the point. We can support, in 
any way that we can, those organizations 
which are working to counteract the Catholic 
clericalist influence in this area, such as the 
American Civil Liberties Union and P.O.A.U. 
(Protestants and Other Americans United For 
Separation of Church and State). We can 
support those publications which expose and 
combat clericalism, and we can buy and 
distribute literature which does this, such as 
the books by Paul Blanchard and Emmett 
McLoughlin which are available through our 
Book Service. 

We who love freedom can preserve and 
strenghthen it — if we are willing to work 
at it. 

° 


It is better to be an honest disbeliever than 
a dishonest believer. 
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Science And Human Values 


The question whether there is a split between 
scientific culture and literary or traditional 
culture, raised by (British scientist, novelist) 
Sir Charles Snow, is of special concern to the 
humanist. Isn't the split between the two 
cultures fundamentally between two methods 
of approach? ‘“‘Science’’ for most people today 
implies the physicochemical analytic approach, 
which is essentially mechanistic, designed to 
find out how things work, here and now, with 
a view to their technological control. It can, 
of course, be applied to human problems, in- 
cluding problems of human physiology and 
health, but there too inevitably issues in some 
kind of technology. “‘Mind”’ is an inconvenient 
phenomenon which can’t be fitted into its 
categories; and so “‘science’” refuses to con- 
sider mind scientifically, either arrogantly dis- 
missing it as an epiphenomenon, a mere by- 
product of material mechanisms, or irrationally 
proclaiming it and its products, such as values 
or works of art, as something outside the 
province of science. 

Per contra, Snow’s traditional or literary 
culture is rooted in mind and its products, and 
starts from the fact of values — intellectual, 
esthetic, and ethical. Sometimes, with equal 
arrogance, it claims that its values are absolute 
or irreducible and in any case outside the 
reach of the materialistic hands of science; or 
it merely resists scientific advance by claiming 
empirical validity for its traditional values, in- 
cluding their unscientific aspects. 

The gap between the “‘two cultures’’ can be 
diminished in various ways. On the scientific 
side, biology can be raised from its present 
status a poor relative of physics and chemistry 
or hired servant of medical and agricultural 
technology to a position of importance and 
trust. After all, biology links man with the 
rest of life, and mind with matter. 

For another thing, science can pay more 
attention to its own history. This will give 
scientists a proper combination of humility and 
pride, and will help them and others to under- 
stand better the laboriousness of the scientific 
process, its numerous mistakes, and yet its 
unique effectiveness in extracting knowledge 
from ignorance and truth from error. 

On the literary-traditional side, history can 


be more adequately stressed — history of 
values, of science and learning, of arts and 
religions, of social institutions — showing how 
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all are interrelated; above all, how “‘science”” 
is only part of the general search for knowledge 
and understanding and how the state of 
knowledge influences everything else, includ- 
ing values and beliefs. 


THE EVOLUTIONARY APPROACH 


Meanwhile, various remedies are being sug- 
gested and sometimes tried: more courses in 
general science for non-scientists, bigger doses 
of literature and art and philosophy for all 
scientists, more history of science for every- 
body . . . But all these are at best only bridges 
between the parts of a fragmented system: 
they do not give it true wholeness or unity. 

Some general view of human destiny is 
surely the indispensible educational basis for 
an unfragmented culture. Yet this task is now 
largely relegated to the sidelines, often under 
the head of religious teaching. It could, how- 
ever, become the unifying core for our edu- 
cational theory and practice, because at last 
the increase of our knowledge is providing such 
a view, both comprehensive and relevant to 
the present state of the world. 

The unifying concept is evolution. The 
entire universe, we now realize, is one single 
process of evolution; and man is the agent for 
its future course on earth. The earth shows 
three phases of evolution: inorganic, biological, 
and human (or, as we are beginning to call 
it, psychosocial), each emerging from its pre- 
decessor. 

Geology and the other earth sciences show 
how the earth's make-up arose — how its 
physical features and its open and hidden re- 
sources were all produced by natural agencies. 
Biology shows us life as a simple branching 
flow of self-reproducing matter. During its 
evolution, natural selection produced immense 
variety, a succession of new dominant types, 
and the emergence of mind. Ecology demon- 
strates the relations of animals and plants with 
each other and with their lifeless environment. 
Physiology explains how organisms work and 
utilize the raw materials of their existence, 
genetics how they reproduce and vary; ethnol- 
ogy shows us the springs and workings of 
behaviour. 

And then the human phase. The new vision 
shows us to ourselves in our correct place and 
perspective. We are composed of the same 
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matter as the rest of the universe, operated 
by the same energy. Like other organisms, 
we are self-reproducing patterns of metabolism, 
depending on the same apparatus of enzymes 


and genes as they. We share emotions and 
drives and memory with higher animals. 

But we are animals with a difference, a 
unique kind of organism with new capacities — 
of reason, creative imagination, conceptual 
thought and communication by speech-symbols. 
And these have given man a second method 
of evolution, by means of the cumulative 
transmission of relevant experience, and have 
made him the latest dominant type on earth. 
No other type of animal can possibly make any 
major evolutionary advance so long as man 
is there; man is today responsible for the 
whole future of evolution on this planet. 

Meanwhile, the knowledge-explosion of the 
last hundred years has revolutionized our ideas 
about history. Human history now includes 
pre-history, and is seen as an extension of 
biological evolution; it is the brief and tentative 
beginning of the psychosocial phase of evolu- 
tion, with millions of years before it. We can 
detect certain major trends in the process, 
certain key factors in its operations. It. 
tends to produce higher organization 
and social institutions and machines, 
bodily structure and mechanism. It 
toward convergence 


too, 
of ideas 
not of 
tends 
instead of divergence, 
towards the production of a single inter-think- 
ing group instead of a multiplicity of separate 
inter-breeding groups or species. It tends per- 
sistently towards increased and improved 
knowledge, and its better utilization for im- 
proved practical control and for improved 
values and beliefs for human guidance. 

Fulfilment is the key-word. Richer fulfil- 
ment for more human beings as the compre- 
hensive aim towards which humanity is being 
directed, both in the long evolutionary future 
and in the brief lives of individuals. As this 
is grasped, the Welfare State will surely give 
place to the Fulfilment State. It should not 
be beyond the wit of educational man to devise 
a system bringing out the key ideas of this 
new unitary vision. 

Let me give a few examples. First and 
foremost is man’s relation with Nature, leading 
on to the idea of conservation. How to bring 
this out, especially for town children, will be 
a major task of education. 


KNOWING AND DOING 


Equally important is the idea of scientific 
method, illustrated by the increase of man’s 
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understanding about natural phenomena, in- 
cluding biological phenomena such as repro- 


duction, metabolism, behaviour, heredity, 
ecological balance, development, and evo- 
lution. A historical approach is here clearly 
indicated, to bring out the self-correcting 


nature of scientific method, leading to an over- 
all increase of established knowledge; the mm- 
portance of new concepts in producing a better 
organization of factual knowledge; and the 
exciting prospect of the huge areas stil] await- 
ing proper scientific exploration. 

Here the educationist has a formidable task: 
how to introduce broad general ideas without 
vagueness, how to pay adequate attention to 
national history and achievement without sacri- 
ficing the world view of history and of the 
general development of science, religion, and 
art. One useful approach is to think in terms 
of the history of ideas, and point out how ideas 
become embodied in institutions and translated 
into activities. 

The arts are in some ways the most difficult 
subject for the educat:: — st today. The modern 
hard-headed world of economics and technolo- 
gy regards them as a luxury, a frill, or mere es- 
capism, and the ingrained puritanism of Anglo- 
Saxondom and orthodox Communism suspects 
them as frivolous or even demoralizing. The 
proper approach, | take it, is the operative 
or functional one. What do the arts do for us? 
What functions can they perform in the life 
of society and in the lives of individuals? 
With this, the problem is clarified. Art finds 
a place in history; the teaching of history 
can be illuminated by art, and conversely the 
evolution of art can be related to historical 
fact. With the aid of modern techniques of 
reproduction, boys and girls can become ac- 
quainted with works of art, including con- 
temporary art, and begin to understand that 
their appreciation requires interest and mental 
discipline, not merely passive reception. 

In this field, “projects’’ are known to be 
of value — the actual doing of art, expressing 
your ideas of feeling in paint or clay (or for 
that matter, in music or drama). This is not 
likely to yield great works of art, any more 
than school science projects are likely to yield 
important discoveries; both bring home the 
value of creative activity to the doer as well 
as to the receiver. 

Indeed, all project methods are an attempt 
to emphasize the importance of doing and 
being in education, as well as that of knowing. 
Thus, education should be two-sided. This 
eliciting of personal possibilities, aimed at a 
fuller exercise and enjoyment of inherent 











capacities, is one side; the acquisition of useful 
knowledge and skills and social techniques is 
the other. 


NEW IMAGE OF MAN 


The educationist should focus on the un- 
realized possibilities of development. To start 
with, there is the fact that in most human 
beings perception itself is inadequate and even 
slovenly, and so is posture: we are making 
very poor use of the basic possibilities of our 
being. To tackle this problem, we must begin 
by consigning to the historical dustheap the 
out-dated idea of the dualism of soul and body, 
mind and brain. We are, as H. G. Wells used 
to emphasize, unitary mind-bodies, whose 
mental - spiritual and material - physiological 
properties are inextricably interlocked. School 
games and physical jerks are not adequate for 
the proper training of the body. And we do 
virtually nothing to promote the acquisition 
of inner mental skills like concentrated insight 
or directed meditation. 

New vistas have been opened for education 
by the important discovery made during the 
present century that there is, in almost every- 
one, the capacity to profit from practising 
some creative art (and in many, some degree 
of real talent). We are being driven to con- 
struct a new image of man; and education must 
re-design itself to fit this new image. 

At the moment, as Sir Charles Snow stresses, 
Britain (and the U.S. as well, Ed.) must 
produce more scientists and technologists. We 
need a committee of the most representative 
nature to see how this could be done without 
still further aggravating the split in our culture. 
Such a body should not merely consider what 
minor adjustments should be made in the exist- 
ing educational system, with its muddled think- 
ing, its confusion of special cadres and elitc, 
its compartmentalized universities, competitive 
scholarships, mass examinations, and its pre- 
cocious specialization. It should consider its 
particular task in a general light — in terms 
of education as a major organ of psychosocial 
evolution, with the reduction of waste and 
frustration and the promotion of achievement 
and fulfilment as its essential aim, and the 
eliciting of capacities and the realization of 
possibilities as its essential method. 

— Reprinted with permission from 
The Humanist, London. 
* 
Only knowledge is power and freedom; and only 


permanent happiness is the pursuit of knowledge 
and the joy of understanding. — Spinoza 
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The Catholic Schools In Crisis 


Before me lies a volume entitled Biology 
for High Schools; this is a text prepared by 
Sister M. Dafrose, “following plans of Rt. 
Rev. Jas. V. S. McClancy, Superintendent,” 
and bearing the imprimatur of Thomas Ed- 
mundus Malloy, Bishop Brooklyn. The book 
is dedicated to “God, the Creator,"’ and in 
the Foreword we read that “‘Catholic teachers 
are zealously attentive to the detection and 
rejection of Naturalism, Evolutionism, and 
Positivism in order to preserve the 
Christian faith and morality of their students.”’ 
In the Preface the author declares that the 
cornerstone on which the text rests is “‘the 
program laid down by our Holy Father, Pope 
Pius XI in his Encyclical on the Christian 
Education of Youth.” 


Even a brief glance at the pages of this 
book makes two facts clear: first, what Em- 
mett McLoughlin means when he state; that 
Catholic training is not education but indoc- 
trination, or, more accurately, brainwashing; 
and, second, that without such brainwashing 
the Roman Catholic Church could not survive 
on the basis of its present and historic modus 
vivendi. 

The Catholic Hierarchy operates a fantastic 
institution so utterly out of touch with reality, 
so absurd and unbelievably outrageous in its 
doctrinal and intellectual content, so authori- 
tarian and repressive in all its methods, so 
expensive and overbearing in its economic 
demands, so stultifying and destructive of 
reason and common morality, that its victims 
would never submit to it in our western 
culture unless they were seized, as it were, 
from their very cradles and brainwashed until 
their minds become paralyzed and atrophied. 
One of the principle features of this indoc- 
trination consists in cutting their own people 
off from all contact with the outside world; 
segregation from the rest of the community 
must be complete; a high wall must be built 
up around the victims of Catholic indoctri- 
nation sc that there will be no communication 
between them and Protestants or secularists. 
The Hierarchy has little faith in the capacity 
of its followers to remain constant in their 
faith; they must be sealed away utterly from 
all contact with infidels and heretics. As 
Barnabas, who wrote the oldest Catholic 
episcopal document extant, said about the 
year 85: “As for heretics (dissident Christians) 
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and unbelievers (non-Christians) you must not 
even look at them, much less speak to them.” 


Thus, while the Catholic Hierarchy is talking 
officially in favor of racial integration, it es- 
tablishes now, as it has always done, the 
most complete, thorough, ruthless, and fe- 
rocious ideological segregation which could 
possibly exist. 


If you want an answer to the question, 
how is this possible? you will find it in the 
Catholic system of “‘education’’. Without this, 
the whole superstructure would either have to 
be transformed from the ground up or col- 
lapse into rubble. The Catholic priests tell 
us that their schools differ only slightly from 
the secular, so that they can teach Christian 
doctrine and morality in a small portion of 
the curriculum. If ever a giant lie was told, 
this is it; for in every Catholic textbook, what- 
ever the subject may be, there is Catholic 
propaganda on every page; in almost every 
sentence, no matter what the idea presented, 
Catholic dogma is interlarded. In almost every 
Catholic schoolroom, there are pictures of the 
Pope, statues of the Virgin, depictions of the 
Holy Family, etc., etc. The teachers are garbed 
nuns; the superintendent is, in all probability, a 
robed priest. Every word that enters the 
plastic minds of the children is Catholic propa- 
ganda; every visual impression is a Catholic 
symbol. It is a Catholic world, and nothing 
else; and everything which deviates from this 
(the pupil soon learns) is of the devil and 
will inevitably bring destruction in this life 
and everlasting damnation in the next. 


Of course, in lands where the Hierarchy has 
little or no competition or opposition, where 
all dissidence has been crushed and extirpated 
through centuries of persecution and oppres- 
sion, elaborate Catholic schools are unneces- 
sary; the people can be kept in submission 
without them, and they are left to wallow in 
a morass of ignorance, poverty, filth, and 
despair. This is the normal condition of all 
countries where the Roman clergy has long 
exercised total power. 


In the United States the situation is quite 
different; here, the Catholics are a minority, 
and the Hierarchy is in constant danger of 
losing its adherents, who must, therefore, be 
given an education which seems equal or 
superior to the secular and who must at the 





same time be sealed off from the community- 
at-large. 

The school is, therefore, the center and the 
base of American Catholicism. But today it 
is faced with a serious crisis, which, like almost 
everything else in the world, is primarily 
financial. As is well known, the real burden 
of the Roman school has been carried by the 
teaching nuns, who, working without pay, 
receive only their minimal keep. Since it 1s 
now becoming more and more difficult to ob- 
tain young women who will sacrifice their lives 
as the perpetual, virginal brides of Christ, the 
Catholic schools are occasionally forced to hire 
lay teachers who demand actual salaries and 
sometimes a rate of compensation perhaps half 
as high as would be paid to a public sctv0l 
teacher. To construct new buildings for 
Catholics who move to the suburbs and to 
obtain operating funds to indoctrinate tne 
growing families of young Catholics, now 1¢- 
quires vast sums of money, amounts so grcat 
that the clergy are breaking the backs of their 
parishioners trying to collect them or most 
reluctantly permitting them to send _ their 
children to secular schools, where they are quite 
likely to be lost forever to the Hierarchy. 

The Roman priesthood must eventually, 
therefore, obtain public funds for their schools 
or face the gradual disintegration of their 
power. Since they constitute a monolithic and 
authoritarian complex, they cannot change. 
They are now desperate; they will stop at 
nothing. The battle is fiercely joined. If the 
Hierarchy can force the government to under- 
write its indoctrination-program, American con- 
stitutional government and republicanism will 
go down to defeat in three or four generations. 
This is the reason for the frenetic support given 
Kennedy in the recent election by the Hier- 
archy, which is confident that its own loyal 
son must obey his ecclesiastical superiors and 
cause public money to be given to the parochial 
school. 

Compared to this, all the other political and 
social issues of this era fade into the incon- 
sequential. 

Let us now return to our opening theme, 
the textbook on biology by Sister Dafrose. On 
page 345, we find a picture of the Holy 
Family, complete with halos, “Model for 
Christians,” we are told. In what way these 
contributed to the science of biology, we do 
not learn; but on page 343, we read: — 
“Catholics exe forbidden by the Decree of the 
Biblical Commission, dated June 30, 1909, 
to doubt the literal, historical meaning of 
Genesis when it speaks of the special creation 


of man by God and the formation of the first 
woman from the first man. It is a revealed 
truth that all human beings now on earth are 
descendants of Adam and Eve, the first parents 
of the human race." And so we learn how 
an old Babylonian legend and ‘a Roman 
Catholic Pope have contributed to biological 
science! 

This is the sort of thing we find on almost 
every page. 

Even more destructive of all truthful or 
scientific perspective is the manner in which 
the history and development of scientific 
thought is portrayed. A non-Catholic gasps 
with incredulity at the distortion and mendacity 
of the text. On almost every page we see 
the picture and read the name of some “‘greai 
Catholic scientist’ (of whom I had previously 
never heard) who made “great contributions” 
to the development of empirical science. Very 
often the celebrity turns out to be a monk 
or a priest. True, the authoress does actually 
mention such names as Edison and Linneus and 
does not state that they were Catholics (or 
anything else); but often such personalities are 
linked with Catholic names, which gives the 
impression that all were Catholics. Actually, 
any scientist born a Catholic or in a Catholic 
country, even if he had turned Rationalist or 
Humanist, is still described as “that great 
Catholic’; Galileo and Copernicus, who barely 
escaped the fire or axe of the Catholic execu- 
tioner, are lauded as honored sons of the 
Eternal Church! The martyred Bruno is not 
mentioned. 

We are told that John Joseph Carty, “‘an- 
other American Scientist, a Catholic,"” made 
important contributions to the development of 
the telephone; one gets the impression that 
he was greater than A. G. Bell! We are toid 
briefly that Thomas A. Edison. made some 
contributions. The method of the text is in- 
dicated by the fact that in order to illustrate 
the tower of a radio station, the one ;_ the 
Vatican, of all places, is shown with St. Peter's 
dome prominent at the side. 

The pupils get the impression that Harvard 
is a Catholic university, because we are told 
that “Dr. Thomas Dwight, famous Professor 
of Anatomy at Harvard University, began his 
lectures in the Medical School every year with 
this sentence: ‘Man is a creature composed of 
body and soul. You learned that fact the first 
day you studied religion’.”” This is then re- 
inforced, a page or two later, by that other 
great authority on modern biological science, 
St. Paul. 

And so goes the whole book. Had I not 
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seen it with my own eyes, | would have never 
believed it. 

The distortions printed in Catholic textbooks 
dealing with American history, with American 
and world literature, with philosophy and re- 
ligion, are infinitely worse than in this book 
on biology. 

By means such as these, the Catholic child 
is sealed tightly into a separate world, which 
the Hierarchy intends shall expand until it 
becomes a truly Catholic America and then 
a monolithic global system. 

The struggle before us is of titanic pro- 
portions, and will determine the destiny of 
mankind for ages to come. 

Once Catholic discipline and power seizes 
upon a population, often it is impossible to 
remove it for centuries or milleniums, so fierce 
and tenacious is its hold, so successful is it 
in destroying all dissidence and freedom, so 
overwhelming the power of priestcraft exercised 
over its victims. 

And here is the summary fact which every 
Rationalist, Humanist, Secularist, and Protes- 
tant ir the United States must understand very 
soon, if this country is to be saved; if we give 
in to the demand of the Catholic Hierarchy for 
public money to carry on their brainwashing 
processes at the expense of all the rest of us, 
then with the inevitability of cosmic motion, 
that powerful group of prelates will subvert 


our constitution, destroy our republican way 
of life. make the state the abject servant of 
their ecclesiastical policy, reduce us all into 
economic and intellectual servitude on pain of 
death or exile, and put an end to modern 
culture as, once before, they wrote finis on 
that of Greece and Rome. 

This is no hysterical cry of fear; it is the 
voice of reasoned judgment, a careful analysis 
of history. 

We repeat that the battle now raging over 
the Catholic parochial school is the princ:pal 
issue of this age. If the public or secular 
school wins, we may be able to save our 
culture indefinitely; if the Catholic school wins, 
it is doomed. In the ancient world, the 
Cathclic Church, beginning with virtuaily 
nothing, subverted the state within two and 
a half centuries; and then it took another two 
centuries to extirpate the last remnants >f 
secular culture and free religion. But wth 
the base from which this Church now operates, 
the same result could be achieved in less than 
a hundred years. 

What a terrible legacy this would be to 


leave to our descendants! 
’ 


The minister called on a member of his parish 
and asked her to bring him a Bible. She did so, 
and upon opening it a pair of spectacles fell out. 
“Dear, dear,” said the woman, “so there they are! 
I lost them nine months ago!” 
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TWO CRITICAL REVIEWS OF TEILHARD de CHARDIN'S 


Born in Auvergne, France, in 1881, Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin joined the Jesuits at the 
age of 18. He became a world authority on 
certain branches of palaeontology. He visited 
China and, among other countries, South 
Africa, where he is remembered with affection 
by some of our local scientists. He wrote ex- 
tensively, developing what has been called an 
“evolutionary mystique’, but his philosophical 
writings did not meet with the approval of his 
Order and he was forbidden to publish them. 
He died in 1955 and almost immediately his 
Le Group Zoologique Humain and his Le 
Phenomene Humain were printed in France. 
The latter has now appeared in English (in 
both Britain and the United States) as The 
Phenomenon of Man, with an introduction by 
Sir Julian Huxley. 


Reviewing this book in the Scientific Ameri- 
can, G. G. Simpson says that it is “not 
strictly or even mainly concerned with describ- 
ing the factual course of evolution. That is 
‘the without’ of things, and the author is here 
concerned with ‘the within’. The within is 
another term for consciousness, which in turn 
implies spontaneity and includes every kind of 
‘psychism.” Consciousness, in this sense, is 
stated to be a completely general characteristic 
of matter, whether in an individual atom or 
in man.” 

Teilhard’s first sentence is as follows: “‘If 
this book is to be properly understood, it 
must be read not as a work on metaphysics, 
still less as a sort of theological essay, but 
purely and simply as a scientific treatise.’’ This 
may have been the author's view, but it is 
not shared by his readers. Thus Simpson writes: 
“The direction of evolution towards an ir- 
reversible perfection is the whole theme, and 
not merely a philosophical appendage of the 
book. Hence we have a book submitted purely 
as a scientific treatise and yet devoted to a 
thesis undemonstrable scientifically . . . The 
discussion begins as a sort of mystical science 
and . . . gradually, almost imperceptibly, be- 
comes mystical religion . . . The origin and 
fate of the individual soul, Adam and Eve and 
original sin, and the divinity of Christ . 


“The Phenomenon Of Man” 


by EDWARD ROUX 


Lecturer in Botany, Witwatersrand University, 
Johannesburg. 


are all alluded to or allowed for, but only 
briefly and in veiled terms.’’ Evolution has a 
purpose and is planned by God who is also the 
Omega into which consciousness is finally to 
be concentrated. Mystical Christianity is the 
path to ecstatic union with Omega. 

Rationalists and agnostics must be forgiven 
for regarding this book, in spite of the eminence 
of the author, as in the main so much more 
pseudo-scientific mumbo-jumbo. Simpson says: 
‘“‘Teilhard’s major premises are in fact religious 
and, except for the conclusion that evolution 
has indeed occurred, most of his conclusions 
about evolution derive from those and not 
from scientific premises. One cannot object 
to the piety or mysticism of his book, but 
one can object to its initial claim to be a 
scientific treatise.” 

Whoever were responsible for the posthumous 
publication of Teilhard de Chardin’s work, 
Phenomenon of Man have thrown an apple of 
discord into the ranks of Catholic scientists. 
We have come to this conclusion through 
reading the last two numbers of the Bulletin 
of the Philosophy of Science Group of the 
Newman Association, which is a mouthpiece of 
Catholic scientists in Britain. Teilhard has 
been defended by certain modern and flexible 
Catholic scientists who feel that scientific ideas 
about evolution must somehow be amalgam- 
ated with Catholic faith. He has been attacked 
by the purists, particularly the Dominicans, who 
are prepared to accept evolution but will not 
forego one jot or tittle of their Thomist 
philosophy. 

The arguments lose some of their precision 
because in the course of hundreds of pages of 
mystical writing Teilhard has contradicted him- 
self frequently. Both sides can thus quote 
passages in support of their views. In essence, 
the dispute arises over the problem of the 
relation between the body and the soul. 

Teilhard made the (from the orthodox 
Thomist point of view) heretical statement that 
personality can survive the death of the body. 
We quote the following passage in which this 
view appears, giving incidentally an example 
of Teilhard’s incomprehensible style: “By 
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death, in the animal, the radial is absorbed 
into the tangential, while in man it escapes 


and is liberated from it . . . Thus, from the 
grains of thought forming the veritable and 
indestructible atoms of its stuff, the universe 
goes on building itself above our heads in the 
inverse direction of matter which vanishes. 
The universe is a collector and conservator 
not of mechanical energy, as we supposed, but 
of persons. All around us, one by one, like 
a continual exhalation, ‘souls’ break away, 
carrying upwards their incommunicable load of 
consciousness." 

Father Tony Kenny, who leads the attack 
on Teilhard in the pages of the Bulletin — 
stigmatizes the view that a human person can 
exist without his body as “‘philosophically in- 
defensible” and “no part of the Catholic 
faith."" Furthermore, this view represents a 
Cartesian deviation, the fallacy of cogito ergo 
sum. 

All this must sound rather like the argu- 
ments between the Stalinists and the Trotskyists 
and be completely mystifying to those not well 
versed in the intricacies of Catholic theology. 
We have been told ““When you die, you will 
go to purgatory o1 to hell.” We have seen 
pictures (both the classical ones and the more 
garish ones sold to the public) showing the 
souls of the damned being received’ by 
Mephistopheles and his gang. Now we are 
told that my soul is not myself, not “‘me’’; it 
is something different. 

However, it is all sorted out very nicely 
by Father Kenny: “My body is a part of 
myself and my soul is a part of myself. When 
| die, and my soul leaves my body, | shall no 
longer exist; and | shall not exist again until 
the Resurrection. My soul, we believe, will 
continue to exist meanwhile; but a disembodied 
soul is not a person.” There you have it, and 
what could be simpler? 

If space permitted, one would like to follow 
this argument a bit further and discover why 
Thomas Aquinas refused to identify the soul 
with the person, as most unsophisticated 
Christians and all spiritualists do. Briefly we 
may suggest that Aquinas was intelligent 
enough to see that you cannot really separate 
a person from his body. His vested interest 
in “souls” (he was a Catholic monk) and the 
age in which he lived prevented him from 
drawing the materialist conclusion that the 
organism — plant, beast, or man — is the 
product of the composition of its material parts 
and does not survive their disintegration. This 
is a view that had to await the advent of ex- 
perimental biology. 


12 © The American Rationalist 





One has some idea why orthodox Thoinists 
have fallen out with Teilhard. One wonders 
on the other hand how he could have won the 
approval of agnostics, like Huxley and even 
Joseph Needham. The explanation is probably 
to be found in certain ideas in the book which 
would appeal to biologists, such as the at- 
tempt to correlate consciousness with com- 
plexity, as in the following statement: — 
“Consciousness presents itself and demands to 
be treated, not as a sort of particular and 
subsistent entity, but as an ‘effect’, as the 
‘specific effect’ of complexity.” Very few 
materialists would quarrel with that. 


* * * 


With Sir Julian’s Blessing? 


by COLIN McCALL 
Editor, The Freethinker, London 


Sir Julian Huxley is justifiably respected in 
the Freethought movement, and this paper 
(The Freethinker) was full of praise for his 
splendid presentation of the case for science 
against theology in The Observer (London) 
last July to commemorate the centenary of 
his grandfathers’ Darwinian duel with Bishop 
Wilberforce (see Editor's note below for de- 
tails of the Huxley debate). | am not sure, 
however, that his good work in The Observer 
was not more than discounted by the harm 
he did in writing the introduction to The 
Phenomenon of Man by the late Pierre Teil- 
hard de Chardin. To this book Sir Julian 
Huxley added his very considerable prestige. 
In effect, it appeared with his blessing. 

Where a distinguished biologist led, it is 
hardly surprising that lay reviewers should 
follow, and The Phenomenon of Man was 
hailed as a masterpiece, the book of the year — 
even of the century! Fortunately, at least 
two eminent magazines (one American, one 
British), in addition to the Freethinker, where 
Dr. Roux’s review originally appeared, en- 
listed expert reviewers: Scientific American 
(April 1960), George Gaylord Simpson; Mind 
(January 1961), P. B. Medawar. 


Professor Simpson, a palaeontologist him- 
self, was prepared to admit that Father Teil- 
hard, S. J., was a “phenomenal” as well as a 
likeable man. “He uniquely combined in one 
well-integrated personality a religious mystic 
and a scientist." But he was “primarily a 
Christian mystic and only secondly, although 
importantly, a scientist’. The Phenomenon of 
Man is an attempt to give the mysticism a 
scientific standing. That is what Teilhard 





claims for it and that is what, alas, Sir Julian 
Huxley seems to have endorsed. (The French 
edition in 1955 had to be content with a 
theological preface by N. M. Wildiers.) 

In his first sentence, Teilhard states: “‘If this 
book is to be properly understood, it must be 
read not as a work on metaphysics, still less 
as a sort of theological essay, but purely and 
simply as a scientific treatise.” 

Now this simply cannot be allowed. The 
book is essentially religious and though, as 
Professor Simpson says, “one cannot object to 
the piety or mysticism’’, one “‘can object to 
its initial claim to be a scientific treatise and 
to the arrangement that puts its real premises 
briefly, in part obscurely, as a sort of ap- 
pendage after the conclusicns drawn from 
them.” 

I must point out in fairness that Huxley 
demurs at going “‘all the way” with Teilhard 
“in his gallant attempt to reconcile the super- 
natural elements in Christianity with the facts 
and implications of evolution.”” But, as Profes- 
sor Medawar so rightly exclaims, “‘bless my 
soul, this reconciliation is just what Teilhard’s 
book is about!’ “And so,’’ Medawar adds, 
“it seems to me, Huxley contrives to enrage 
all parties —- those who have some concern 
for rigorous analytical thought, and those who 
see in Teilhard’s work the elements of a pro- 
found revelation.” 


As an aspirant to the former category, 
though conscious of my temerity, I believe I see 
an unscientific parallel in the views of the 
Jesuit palaeontologist and the Humanist bi- 
ologist. Teilhard’s case rests on the totally 
illogical assumption that we are “logically 
forced to assume the existence in rudimentary 
form . of some sort of psyche in every 
corpuscle."" By the very fact of the individu- 
alization of our planet, a certain mass of 
elementary conscionusness was originally im- 
prisoned in the matter of earth” For Teil- 
hard nothing is new, all must have been there 
from the start, at least in rudimentary form. 

But let us return to The Phenomenon of Man 
via what is unquestionably the most devastating 
(and brilliant) criticism | have read for many 
a long month, Professor Medawar's. He places 
it in the tradition of ‘‘Naturephilosophie’, a 
“philosophical indoor pastime of German origin 
which does not seem even by accident (though 
there is a great deal of it) to have contributed 
anything of permanent value to the storehouse 
of human thought.” It is a book, he says, 
“widely held to be of the utmost profundity 
and significance . . . Yet the greater part of 
it, I shall show, is nonsense, tricked out by a 


variety of tedious metaphysical conceits, and 
its author can be excused of dishonesty only 
on the grounds that before deceiving others he 
has taken great pains to deceive himself.” 
The Phenomenon of Man, he adds (and who 
can disagree?) ‘‘cannot be read without a feel- 
ing of suffocation, a gasping and flailing around 


for sense. There is an argument in it, to be 
sure — a feeble argument, abominably ex- 
pressed . ‘ag 


“Teilhard is forever shouting at us,” says 
Medawar, “‘things or affairs are, in alphabetical 
order, astounding, colossal, endless, enormous, 
fantastic, giddy, hyper-, immense, indefinite, 
inexhaustible, inextricable, infinite, infinitesi- 
mal, innumerable, irresistable, measureless, 
mega-, monstrous, mysterious, prodigious, re- 
lentless, super-, ultra-, unbelievable, unbridled, 
or unparalleled. When something is described 
as merely HUGE we feel let down. After this 
softening-up process we are ready to take 
delivery of the neologisms: biota, noosphere, 
hominization, complexification.” 

Professor Medawar would have been disap- 
pointed, he tells us, if “‘vibration’’ had not 
appeared somewhere in Teilhard’s book (it 
does on page 266), for all scientistic mystics 
either vibrate in person or find themselves 
resonant with cosmic vibrations . . .". What 
is much more serious, however, “‘is the fact 
that Teilhard habitually and systematically 
cheats with words.”” And “consciousness” is an 
example. “Complexity’’ is another. According 
to the Father, ““The simplest form of proto- 
plasm is already a substance of unheard of 
complexity."" Yet this unheard of complexity 
“increases in geometrical progression as we 
pass from the protozoon higher and higher up 
the scale of the metazoa’’ The “nascent cellular 
world shows itself (to Father Teilhard) to be 
already infinitely complex." The reader should 
note “nascent’’ and “‘infinitely’’. Medawar 
remarks that the latter would seem to leave 
little room for improvement! But in any case, 
he points out, complexity is ‘“‘not measureable 
in those scalar quantities to which the concept 
of a geometrical progression applies.” 
“Energy”, again, is a term that Teilhard grossly 
misuses. And it is a crucial term because 
it is at the basis of his all-persuasive “‘con- 
sciousness. 


That The Phenomenon of Man should im- 
press the unthinking is scarcely surprising. It 
follows the time-honoured formula; be obscure 
and you will be considered profound. It blends 
the trite and the absurd to form an indigestible 
mass. It is, in Professor Medawar's delicious 
term, philosophy-fiction, and a critical reader 
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will see it to be so. Left to its own devices 
it would have been just one more Catholic 
effort to reconcile theology and science — un- 
availing as its predecessors. Sir Julian Huxley's 
introduction changed the situation completely. 
He gave a religious book his scientific blessing. 


Ss 8 «s 
(Editor's Note: The debate between Sir 
Julian Huxley and theologian Doctor E. 


Mascall, alluded to above by Colin McCall, 
took place in the pages of the Observer — 
(London) in July of 1960. Huxley charged 
that theology, concerned with supernaturalism 
and souls, is of limited applicability and lacking 
in the ability to correct itself. Humanism, 
Huxley asserted, “is acquiring a well-organized 
theoretical basis in the form of a comprehensive 
theory of evolution as a whole,”’ is capable of 
unlimited development, and with “‘its reliance 
on scientific method” instead of divine inter- 
vention and revelation is “automatically self- 
correcting.” Huxley struck down two of the 
main props of the theologians when he stated 
that “the soul-hypothesis, after being promoted 


by the scholastic theologians to the dignity of 
high theory, is now increasingly failing to ac- 
count for psychological and neurological facts,” 
and when he scored Mascall’s attempt to 
identify evolution with “divine creation” as 
nothing but “double-talk"’: ‘The whole range 
of physico-chemical and biological phenomena 
can now be accounted for in principle in 
naturalistic terms; to invoke the operation of 
God in the process is not only unnecessary but 
intellectually dubious."" Theologian Mascall 
could only reiterate Huxley's oft-repeated idea 
that man can now control the evolutionary 
process — though he tried to slight Huxley 
and claim credit for the idea himself and/or 
his fellow theologians — and present the fol- 
lowing little gem of obscure foolishness: “For 
Christianity, the final term of human evolution 
and of human history is the Total Christ, 
composed of Head and members sharing a 
common supernatural life in that ultimate trans- 
figuration of the created world which theology 
describes as the resurrection of the body for 
the life everlasting.”’) 
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Clerical Competition In Latin America 


The world has been shocked by repeated 
reports of violent outbreaks committed by 
fanatic Catholics against Protestant missionaries 
in Latin American countries. There have been 
killings; schools and chapels burnt down, 
converts have been stoned and their families 
and friends terrorized. Protests have been 
largely ignored. The governments involved 
are often harassed by uprisings in their 
countries; they have promised to investigate 
but nobody expects any remedial action. The 
Catholic hierarchy publicly disavows the vio- 
lence — it also always claims that the reports 
are exaggerated —- and excuses the outbreaks 
as the righteous wrath of outraged people 
against foreign elements who have come to 
rob them of their true religious faith. All 
dictatorial regimes, whether they use the cross, 
the swastika or the hammer and sickle as their 
symbols, know the value of terror to keep 
“their” people in line. Violent acts against 
comparatively few can intimidate thousands 
into meek submission. 

Why this violence? The answer lies in the 
phenomenal growth of Protestant congregations 
all over Latin America. A conservative estimate 
puts the figure of the Protestant community 
in South America at ten millions. In 1916 
there were only 170,000. In Brazil alone 
there are today four million Protestants, prac- 
tically all of them apostates from Catholicism. 
The Mormons recently reported 67 missionaries 
working in Brazil; they have made 30,000 
converts and intend to open a large, modern 
chapel in Sao Paulo this winter. All in all 
there are over 20,000 Protestant missionaries 
in Latin America. They claim to have given 
away in 1956 close to five million Spanish and 
Portuguese bibles. Missionaries operate their 
own radio network and visit remote outposts 
by church-owned airplanes. Their enthusiastic 
social work has appealed to the “‘lower-lower”’ 
classes, as the Catholic magazine Ave Maria 
describes them. 

Catholic leaders are plainly worried. The 
180 million nominal Catholics in S. America 
represent one third of their flock. The church 
considers a ratio of one priest to 600 members 
adequate; in Latin America it is one to 6000. 
(In Cuba the ratio is one priest to 8000 and 
three-fourths of the 720 Cuban priests are 
foreign-born; 400 of them of Spanish origin.) 
It has been extremely difficult to recruit native 
clergy. The Jesuits were forced out of Latin 
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America in the 18th century, accused of mixing 
in politics and acquiring great wealth — the 
two standard pre-occupations of the order. 
When Bishop Sheen was recently in Argentina 
he mentioned in one of his speeches that with 
more than 20 million Catholics in that country 
only six priests had been ordained in a year 
(in Boston, he pointed out, we have ten 
times that many). The Vatican considers the 
situation more serious than the loss of the Greek 
Orthodox Church and the Reformation. 

In 1958 ambitious plans were laid at the 
Latin American Bishop's Council in Rome at- 
tended, among others, by five Latin American 
cardinals, 18 archbishops and 19 bishops. New 
seminaries were to be opened to train a native 
clergy with Spanish speaking priests to fill the 
gap meanwhile. Radio and TV programs 
were mapped out to be financed partly with 
funds from the USA. Priests were exhorted 
to teach a “‘flexible’’ democracy and to oppose 
authoritarian regimes so dear to their hearts. 
“There will always be rich and poor but they 
need not be so far apart as in South America.” 
2000 Catholic missionaries, some recruited 
from lay people, will be sent into the far-away 
regions to compete with the Protestant soul- 
savers. 1200 Catholic centers are supposed 
to be opened in schools and private homes. 
With 12 TV appearances Bishop Sheen started 
the crusade. 

They will not succeed to stem the tide. 
The Roman Church reaps now the harvest of 
years of neglect of the down-trodden masses. 
The social situation in Latin America is one 
of the worst in the world. At best the people 
paid only lip-service to Catholicism; they en- 
joyed the pageantry. But for the solution of 
their real problems they had to look elsewhere. 
While some village priests were on the side 
of the people since the days of independence 
from Spain and Portugal, the upper echelons 
of the clergy had always strong ties with the 
oppressors. This explains the wide-spread 
latent anti-clericalism in South America. If 
a priest really starts to help the poor, he runs 
into trouble. Consider the case of Father 
Antonio Zamorano of Catapilco, Chile. Most 
of his flock are peasants. One of the landlords 
in the village refused to pay all of his hands 
a week’s wages because one of the workers 
had “‘annoyed” him. They came to the padre, 
who organized a torchlight parade around and 
around the landlord’s houses and barns. With 
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very little encouragement everything would 
have gone up in smoke. The landlord got 
the point and paid up. The wages are 1|5c 
an hour down there, so the padre urged the 
peasants to take action by voting for their 
own candidates in the town council instead 
of voting for the representatives of the land- 
owners. When nobody dared to offer him- 
self as a candidate, Father Zamorano put his 
own name on the list. The landlords rushed to 
the Bishop, who dismissed the parish priest 
when he persisted in running on the people's 
ticket. He won 196 to 8. The church will 
be empty for a long, long time and the message 
of such action may spread into other villages. 

All Latin American countries are ripe for 
Castroism and Communism. The ruling groups 
have held on to their privileges and have used 
the church to keep the people in submission. 
The day of reckoning is coming closer all the 
time, not only for the land owners but also 
for the chruch. 

Will the Protestants be able to hang on to 
their gains? Most of the converts are “Rice- 
Christians’, a term used to describe converts 
in China hungry enough to change their re- 
ligion for a handful of rice. The Germans have 
a proverb: “In der Not frisst der Teufel 
Fliegen."” (When the devil is very hungry, 
he will eat flies) and the exploited masses will 
take all the material benefits they can get from 
whoever offers them. But Protestantism is only 
a half-way station. It offers no real solution. 
When the time comes for a fundamental 
change, religious beliefs will be pushed aside. 
There is hope that reason and freethought will 
prevail and not the prophets of another 
dictatorship. 
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RATIONALIST FEDERATION TO MEET 
IN ST. LOUIS AUGUST 25th - 27th 


The American Rationalist Federation will 
hold its seventh annual convention at the 
Claridge Hotel in St. Louis on August 25, 
26 and 27. Delegates from the affiliated 
organizations from coast to coast will gather 
to discuss last year’s activities and to plan 
for the future. 

The hosts for the convention will be the 
Freie Gemeinde of St. Louis and the St. Louis 
Rationalist Society. The business meeting will 
include reports by the member societies as well 
as the officers’ reports. Several speakers are 
being considered for the annual banquet which 
will be held Saturday evening. The “‘Rationalist 
of the Year’’ award will be presented at this 
dinner. 

Visitors as well as delegates will be welcome 
at all sessions, so if you plan a vacation trip 
that will include St. Louis on the weekend 
of August 26, we think you will have a good 
time at the A.R.F. convention. 

Further details will be printed in the next 
issue of the Rationalist, or may be obtained 
by writing directly to the American Rationalist 


Federation, P.O. Box 255, Rockford, Illinois. 
e 


A. H. A. RE-ELECTS AXTELLE, 
HONORS PAULING AND BARNES 


Dr. George E. Axtelle, noted educator, was 
re-elected president of the American Humanist 
Association at its annual meeting and con- 
ference in Cleveland on March 17 and 18. 
The “Humanist of the Year’ award was 
presented to Dr. Linus Pauling, while Dr. 
Harry Elmer Barnes and Dr. Llewellyn Jones 
were honored as “Humanist Pioneers.” (Both 
Dr. Pauling and Dr. Barnes had previously 
been honored by the American Rationalist 


Federation, and pictures of both have appeared 
on our cover. ) 

Highlights of the inspiring and well-attended 
Cleveland meeting included the following ad- 
dresses: Dr. Linus Pauling (introduced by 
Dr. Hermann J. Muller, distinguished geneticist 
and former A.H.A. president) on “Humanism 
and Peace’’, Dr. Harry Elmer Barnes on “The 
Outlook for Rationality Today’’, Dr. Chauncey 
Leake on ““The Moral Certitudes of Science’, 
Dr. Karl Heiser on * clumanist Families Are 


Human”, and Dr. Rudolf Dreikurs on the 
subject “Premises of Democratic Family 
Living.” 
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The Myth Of Adam And Eve 


One of the most familiar stories in the Hebrew- 
Christian Bible is the story in Genesis of the 
creation of the world and the creation of man. 
It is not strange that this story should be in the 
Bible, for every culture passes on from one gener- 
ation to the next some explanation of the origin 
of things. Every culture, throughout history, has 
maintained that its own explanation was the truth, 
while récognizing the explanations of other cul- 
tures to be myths; untrue, and naive efforts at 
explanation. This has been the case with our 
Christian culture: other creation stories have long 
been recognized as myths, but ours — the Genesis 
story — has been proposed as the true account of 
what happened. 

More and more, however, 
recognizing the Genesis account of the creation 
for what it is — a myth. Not many people with 
a reasognable grasp of the knowledge possessed 
by the present world, still believe that the Genesis 
account ‘of creation is a factual report of what 
happened. Although there are several different 
theories about the origin of the sun and its 
planets, it is certain that this was a natural process 
quite unlike the account in the Genesis myth. 
Likewise it is pretty certain that human beings 
evolved from other animals, a great deal earlier 
in time than is indicated in the Genesis story of 
the creatiion of man. 

Myths, of course, are designed by unsophisticated 
minds to explain things. They are better myths 
the more things they explain. If a creation myth 
can explain some of the things people note about 
themselves and their surroundings, as well as the 
origim ‘of things, it is a better myth. The myth 
of Adam and Eve was first dreamed up by early 
story-tellers, not only to explain the origin of 
man, but also to explain several things people 
noted about themselves and their lives. They noted, 
for example, that by the time they got around to 
trying to explain where they came from, they 
had a pretty good sense of ought and ought not; 
i. e. they had developed an ethical sense and 
could distinguish between good and evil; right and 
wrong. They noted, and probably resented the fact 
that men had to work hard to get food, shelter and 
clothing; and that childbirth was a painful process 
for women. So their story was designed to explain 
these things, as well as their origin. 


Thus after recording that God made man 


We are, ourselves, 


male and female — on the sixth day of creation 
and told them to be fruitful and multiply, the 
Genesis tale goes on — tells about how God made 


Adam from the dust of the ground, how he planted 
a garden and put Adam in it with permission to 
eat whatever therein took his fancy except the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
Then God, thinking Adam needed a companion, 
made many animals, but none of them proved to be 
a satisfactory companion. Finally, he put Adam 
into a deep sleep, removed one of his ribs and 
made woman out of it. Then in the midst of the 
easy idyllic life in the garden, the serpent ap- 
proached Eve and tempted her to eat the forbidden 
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fruit, saying that she surely wouldn’t die, as God 
had said, but would, instead, become like one of 
the gods, knowing good from evil. So Eve, desiring 
this knowledge, ate of the fruit and gave some 
to Adam and he ate also. Then they recognized 
that they were naked and hid from God. He 
charged them with eating the forbidden fruit. 
Adam blamed it on Eve and Eve blamed it on 
the serpent. 

The serpent proved to be right and God wrong; 
because Adam and Eve didn’t die on the day on 
which they ate of the forbidden fruit. However, 
God issued certain curses because He had been 
disobeyed. He condemned the serpent to crawl in 
the dust on his belly, and placed emnity between 
the serpent and its offspring and man and his 
offspring. He condemned the woman to bring 
forth children in sorrow and pain and to be ruled 
over by the husband. He condemned the man to 
eat bread by the sweat of his brow; to labor. Thus 
the story explains the pain of childbirth and the 
need of human beings to work for a living, as 
well as why men have an ethical sense. 

There is a further interesting bit in this tale. 
After uttering these condemnatory curses, God 
turned Adam and Eve out of the garden and placed 
cherubims and a flaming sword to keep them out. 
And the reason he did this? In Chapter 3, verse 
22: “And the Lord God said, Behold the man has 
become as one of us, to know good and evil; and 
now lest he put forth his hand, and take also of 
the tree of life, and eat and live forever” etc. This 
passage clearly shows this tale to be a mythology. 
There is enough of a carry over from the days of 
polytheism so that God speaks in the first person 
plural, “the man has become as one of US.” Adam 
and Eve made their first big mistake in not eating 
first of the fruit of the tree of life, so that they 
could live forever. Perhaps then, there might have 
been time enough to get around to eating of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil later. 

The result of this myth and its incorporation 
into the Holy Scriptures, has been to cause people 
to believe that all problems human beings con- 
front are the result of Adam’s or Eve's first dis- 
Obedience in eating the forbidden fruit. When I 
was first taught this story as a child — taught 
it, not as a myth, but as an actual and truthful 
account of what happened — I remember thinking 
what a sad thing it was that Adam and Eve dis- 
obeyed and we had to have this life with all its 
problems instead of the easy, idyllic life of the 
Garden of Eden. Only slowly did it dawn on me 
that if Adam and Eve hadn’t disobeyed God, there 
wouldn’t have been any me to be mourning over 
their disobedience; there wouldn’t have been any 
human race — just Adam and Eve, presumably 
living forever in the garden, in pristine innocence 
and ignorance. 

I finally did get around to recognizing this — 
that if the story was a true account of things, 
it was only through Adam’s and Eve’s disobedience 
that there was any human race and any human 
history. I had become by then pretty well convinced 


that the whole story was a myth, rather than a 
factual report of what happened. But, as a myth, 
it is a pretty revealing story; not revealing about 
what actually took place in the early days of the 
human race, but revealing about what people think 
now — or what they are taught by their religions 
to think now — about themselves and their values. 

For example this story reveals that when it was 
dreamed up as an explanation of things, people 
thought work was a curse; that childbirth was a 
curse; that it would be far better if people didn’t 
know the difference between good and evil. Since 
a relatively painful childbirth is characteristic of 
humanity as contrasted with the lower animals; 
since having to work for a living is something 
people have to do but animals do not; and certainly 
since a knowledge of good and evil; or an ethical 
sense, is something which only people, of all living 
things possess, it would seem that those who first 
told this tale were very sorry that they were 
humans instead of cats, or dogs, or pigs, or jackals. 
And, it seems to me that to continue to tell this 
tale to the point where it became recorded in the 
written records of a people and then to call that 
record Holy; to declare that this story is, therefore, 
an absolutely true account of what happened and 
its consequences, is to perpetuate the idea that we 
would be better off if we were animals instead 
of humans. 

Thus,the perpetuation of this story of what 
Christians call “the fall of man,” reflects a rather 
dismal attitude towards life. Its repetition, its ac- 
ceptance as Holy Scripture, its presentation to 
generation after generation of children as a true 
account of events until they get old enough to 
ask some awkward questions about it, then the 
weak retreat to the position that it is an allegory; 
which while not factually accurate still reflects 
the truth in spirit — all this reveals a dislike of 
being human. For even if you give up the claim 
that this story is literally true, but continue to 
claim that as an allegory it is true in spirit if not 
in fact, this is just as much a denial of the value 
and worth of being human. The spirit of the tale— 
even if its factual truth is given up — is that 
work is a curse, that childbirth is a curse; that it 
would be better if men didn’t know the difference 
between good and evil. In short the spirit of 
this myth is that all that makes man human is bad 
and that it would be better if he had never become 
human. 

Now I happen to disagree pretty sharply with 
this general evaluation of human life. I happen 
to think human life is pretty great; I am glad 
to be a human being. To be sure, human life is 
not perfect. Human beings are a mixture of good 
and evil; they do good things and bad things; 
they fail and they succeed in the winning of values. 
They often fall far short of their ideals; indeed 
almost always. But there is potential there. 1 
believe man has the possibility of continuous im- 
provement. It doesn’t come easy to achieve this 
improvement. Sometimes those who are faint of 
heart despair — and then, I suppose comes the 
desire to not be troubled with being human; the 
attitude that life is a curse and we would be better 
off not to have become human at all. This is the 
attitude implicit in the Adam and Eve myth whether 
it is taken literally as a factual account of events 
that actually happened, or symbolically pointing 
to the truth of the values set forth in the story. 


Of course people don’t really believe that. would 
be better not to be human, or better ‘if the human 
race had never evolved from lower animals. They 
are simply irked by the troublesome aspects of 
human life; they would like to get rid of the parts 
of human experience that are problems to them, 
but would like to keep the rest. They would like 
to find a way to have only what they want; only 
what pleases them about human life.. But this is 
sheer immaturity. It is an inability to face reality, 
a childish wish to have all the sweet and none of 
the bitter aspects of life. But of course, as any 
thoughtful and mature person realizes, life doesn’t 
come that way. The mourning for the_ idyllic 
Garden of Eden, which there is a genera] feeling 
(either literal or symbolic) that we lost through 
the disobedience of our first parents, is simply a 
refusal to face reality like mature adults. 

Actually these supposed curses that the. myth 
attributes to the punishment meted out by God to 
our first parents for the sin of disobedience, work 
and pain, and the fruit of that disobedience, aware- 
ness of good and evil, are among the greatest 
blessings human beings experience. That is they 
are blessings if you happen to believe that it is 
worthwhile to be a human being; for these so- 
called curses are the essence of being human. 
Without work — without the necessity to exert 
ourselves in order to keep alive we would probably 
never have achieved any of the embellishments 
of civilized living that most of us. consider of 
great worth. Without family life, which implies 
and includes among many other things the pain 
of childbirth, we would never have become. human 
beings, nor would we enjoy all those warm and 
enriching relationships of human life. Without 
a sense of right and wrong, which is based upon a 
drive to achieve values and to improve. ourselves, 
we could never have become aware that anything 
in life is worth any more than anything: else. 

I like life. I like being a human being... I am 
willing to take the things about it that I don’t like, 
in order to get the whole of it, including the things 
about it I do like. I consider it immature to mourn 
over the problems of life — like having to. work, 
or the pains and sorrows of life, or having to 
struggle with ethical questions of right and wrong. 
I consider it immature to tell ourselves the folk lore 
that all would be sweet and rosy and easy. about 
life if only our first parents hadn’t disobeyed God. 
Praise be to Adam and Eve for their act of dis- 
obedience. We would owe our first parents,:if the 
Adam and Eve myth were true, a tremendous debt 
of gratitude for the act of disobedience which made 
us human beings. Whatever is true about the origin 
and development of humaniity I am convinted that 
the most essential factors in that development are 
probably these three qualities which we have, in 
our mythology, called curses: the need to exert 
ourselves, the relationships of family life, and the 
sense of right and wrong. These are probably not 
only distinguishing marks of humanity; they have 
probably made us human. Hence, I praise Adam 
and Eve for their act of disobedience, because I 
like being human. 


Natture knows nothing of the Christian doctrine 
of forgiveness. When you violate the laws of nature 
you always pay the price. 
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To A True Believer... 
by READ BAIN 


Dear Son and Scion and most beloved Ward 
of the God of Zion, the hypothetic Lord, 
Who ‘hanged you as high on the Crucifixion Tree 
as He did our Brother Jesus who walked on Galilee, 
that Jesus Who was mercy and the Way and 
the Word — 
and you, like Jesus of the spear and thorny crown, 
bless the cruel hand that struck your body down. 
Your painful road to Calvary 
was tumurous flesh and fever and silent slow TB, 
which God of His 'Mercy and never-failing Grace 
could cause to pass — though leaving scars upon 
your face — 
whereas poor gentle Jesus had not a chance to win 
since He HAD to die to save us from the 
taint of Adam’s Sin. 


This may make sense to you 

but it makes none to me: 

you are artist-mystic through and through 
while I must touch and see, 

must sense the things I hate and love, 
must use my reason ruthlessly 

and die as sinless as I live. 


Your talk of God is not as bad 

as most of the Christian myth 

you merely feel that God was good 
to save your life forthwith; 

but Jesus’ life he could not save 

nor the:life of my child-bride mother 
and ‘countless men have filled the grave 
slain by His senseless slaughter. 
How can one praise a cruel Being 
Omniscient and Omnipotent, 

Who: could prevent, but all-unseeing, 
ignoring all that maims and slays, 
condemns mankind to chastisement 
by poverty, disease and war, 

and curses men who will not praise 
His Holy Name therefor. 


Such a God is fantasy and folly 

based ion groundless hopes and fears 
which fade away when man learns fully 
nature’s:laws with the passing years. 


Why should God pass miracles for you 
while other men are crushed like flies? 
How'can I hold such nonsense true? 

It is stupidity or lies. 

Must ‘I deny intelligence 

and believe that God would do 

things that make no earthly sense? 


Rather than hold that God’s a fool 
and a scourge or humankind 
I will deny His tyrant rule 
and call Him.a slip of the human mind. 
oe - 


“Question with boldness even the existence of 
a God; because if there be one, he must more ap- 
prove of the homage of reason than that of blind- 
folded. fear.” (Letter to Peter Carr—1787) 

‘ — Thomas Jefferson, Third President 
of the United States 
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Orwell On Religion 


“If only (the religious attitude may be 
stated) we would stop breeding, fighting, 
struggling and enjoying; if we could get rid 
not only of our sins but of everything else 
that binds us to the surface of the earth — 
including love, then the whole painful process 
would be over and the Kingdom of Heaven 
would arrive. But a normal human being 
does not want the Kingdom of Heaven; he 
wants life on earth to continue. This is not 
solely because he is ‘weak’, ‘sinful’, and anxious 
for a ‘good time’. Most people get a fair 
amount of fun out of their lives, but on 
balance life is suffering and only the very 
young or the very foolish imagine otherwise. 
Ultimately it is the Christian attitude which is 
self-interested and hedonistic, since the aim 
is always to get away from the painful struggle 
of earthly life and find eternal peace in some 
kind of Heaven or Nirvana. The humanist 
attitude is that the struggle must continue and 
that death is the price of life. “Men must 
endure their going hence, even as their coming 
hither: ripeness is all’ — which is an un- 
Christian sentiment. Often there is a seeming 
truce between the humanist and the religious 
believer, but in fact their attitudes cannot be 
reconciled; one must choose between this world 
and the next. And the enormous majority of 
human beings, if they understand the issue, 
would choose this world. They do make that 
choice when they continue working, breeding 
and dying instead of crippling their faculties 
in the hope of obtaining a new lease of 
existence elsewhere.” 

— George Orwell. 
From “Lear, Tolstoy and the Fool.” 


NOTRE DAME PRESIDENT 
KNOCKS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Father Theodore Hesburgh, president of Notre 
Dame University, president of the Association of 
American Colleges, and the permanent Vatican City 
representative to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, spoke before the National Catholic Edu- 
cation Association convention in Atlantic City on 
April 4 and admitted that the Catholic Church 
“took the wrong turn in science as far back as 
Galileo.” He also said that “while the road maps 
have been officially corrected since, we are still 
lagging far behind the main flow of traffic in the 
area of science and technology.” Hesburgh urged 
Catholics not to continue to treat science “as a 
threat rather than a God-given blessing,” and 
commented that “We have generally neglected 
science and have not particularly distinguished our- 
selves in the humanities either.” And there you 
have it, straight from the horse’s mouth. 


Readers’ Forum ® 


Editor: 

I have been reading The American Rationalist 
for quite a while and usually find it interesting. 
But the current issue contains two articles in 
which I find some very objectionable statements, 
to which I wish to take exception. 

There is much in “Christism, Communism and 
Psychoanalysism” with which I agree, but there 
are also a few errors. One is that author Read 
Bain accepts the historicity of Jesus. A Rationalist 
should know better than that. Jesus was NOT an 
historical character . 

The other objectionable statement is found in the 
“Passing Parade” column, by Edd Doerr, who at- 
tempts to pass judgment on what is happening in 
Cuba, merely after having read that anti-Yankee 
tirade, Listen, Yankee, by C. Wright Mills. Professor 
Mills would have been closer to the truth if he had 
written “Listen, Fidel Castro” and read him the 
facts of life and told him that he has betrayed 
the Revolution, the Cuban people and the humanism 
he has so much touted in his speeches. I have 
followed the march of the Cuban Revolution since 
Fidel Castro raised his flag against dictator Batista 
in the Sierra Maestra, tape-recorded quite a few 
of his early speeches and defended him when some 
American writers called him a Communist. I had 
to eat crow because he has sold the Revolution to 
the Communists. Is my face red! Last year I 
saw dark clouds in the horizon of the Revolution 
and went to Cuba to see Fidel Castro. He was 
out of Havana, but I spoke with some close friends 
of his and told them why they were on the road 
to disaster. Of course they paid no attention to me. 
Fidel Castro has reneged on some of his most 
sacred promises. He promised the people “Pan 
sin terror’? — now they have very little bread and 
much terror. He said “Armas para que?’ Arms 
for what? Now he is arming everybody, even the 
children. He promised to turn the armories into 
schools; now he is turning the schools into military 
training quarters. 

Mr. Doerr should come to Miami and speak to 
some of Castro’s close friends and supporters. He 
would change his views, pronto. Fidel Castro has 
become a serious threat to the security of our 
country and to the peace of this hemisphere, and 
no loyal American can support him today without 
doing violence to his country. 

If the readers of AR wish more facts about the 
Cuban revolution, I shall be glad to give them in 
another issue. J. M. Martinez, 

769 SW Third Street, 
Miami 36, Florida. 
Dr. Martinez: 

Thank you for your comments and, incidentally, 
your subscription renewal. You raise two questions 
which I might try to deal with. 

1. While there have been some scholars who 
have disputed the historicity of Jesus, I think that 
most today do not question it. You might refer to 
Dr. Martin Larson’s The Religion of the Occident. 
The most prevalent Rationalist-Humanist view, I 
believe, is not that Jesus did not exist, but rather 
that he probably did exist and that he was just 
a man, a completely human Jewish religious teacher 
who was killed for his noncomformity and who was 
elevated to the status of a diety by a handful of 


disciples who, through an historical accident, de- 
veloped the successful Christ cult, now known as 
Christianity. Most Rationalists object not to the 
probable fact of Jesus’ existence, but to the idea 
that he was anything more than an ordinary human 
being whose adventures involved no element of the 
supernatural. 

2. In my review of Mills’ Listen, Yankee, I was 
not trying to “pass judgment on what is happening 
in Cuba” simply on the basis of Dr. Mills’ book. 
I have read a great deal about the Cuban situation, 
from various points of view, and have. spoken 
with people who have been there. As I. pointed 
out in my review, The Rationalist magazine is not 
taking sides on the Cuban issue. We are interested, 
however, for the Cuban situation is of vital im- 
portance to many millions. It may also be the 
battlefield for a showdown between Castro’s move- 
ment and the Catholic Church, which has never 
been much of a friend of ours. 

Our readers can find a flood of anti-Castro 
material in innumerable U. S. magazines and news- 
papers. Pro-Castro news-and views are more dif- 
ficult to find, but interested persons may obtain 
such from The Independent, 225 Lafayette St., New 
York, New York, or from the Fair Play. for Cuba 
Committee, 799 Broadway, New York 3, New York. 

I repeat, the Rationalist is not taking sides on 
Cuba. We may, however, occasionally print news 
about it which might be of especial interest to 
Rationalists. The Bditor. 

x * ok 

Editor: 

I wish to register my emphatic and bitter re- 
jection of the direction you have taken in seeking 
to equate Rationalism with the fuzzy, wishy-washy, 
cloud seven dreaming of “Humanists, Unitarians, 
Universalists or Ethical Culturists”, to tthe ex- 
clusion of the far more rational Atheists and/or 
Agnostics. 

I have strong personal objection to being directly 
associated with the fellow-traveler groups named 
and especially those who equate their mental il- 
lusions with some vague sort of “religion’’. I 
consider that their inclusion considerably narrows 
the intellectual freedom and ability to reason ra- 
tionally which the Rationalists per se are supposed 
to possess. 

Quite frankly, I say that if Rationalism as a 
militant philosophical movement is to be limited 
and circumscribed as you have sought to do, then, 
to hell with it! John H. Latta, 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Mr. Latta: 

We are sorry that you do not see eye to eye with 
us, but it is the editor’s opinion that no sharp line 
can be drawn between “Rationalists’ and those 
who call themselves Humanists, Unitarians, etc, 
and that to attempt to draw such a line would be 
most irrational and would tend to weaken and 
divide our movement. We must be militant, yes, 
but with good will, fairness, integrity and intel- 
ligence. Further, subscribing to AR does not compel 
anyone to associate with anyone else, directly or 
indirectly; our aim is to serve and promote the 
whole movement. 

And if someone wants to call his Rationatist or 
Agnostic worldview a “religion”, that is perfectly 
all right with us, just so long as our thinking is 
kept straight and a naturalistic, rationalist ‘“re- 
ligion” is kept apart from supernaturalism. 

The Editor. 
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The: a. Wide Movement 


by ELDON SCHOLL 


In’ February, with a capacity attendance of 
222, the FREETHINKERS OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA held their annual banquet. Main 
speaker of the evening was television celebrity 
Steve Allen, whom Dr. Vitali Negri introduced 
as a star who has unselfishly stepped down 
from the glittering galaxy of the entertainment 
firmament to lend his well-qualified support 
to earthly matters of intellectual import. Mr. 
Allen’s address was Morality in World Affairs 
Today. Other speakers were the editors of 
New Outlook Magazine, Drs. Hyman and 
Frances Lischner — and visiting editor of 
Balanced Living, Mrs. Mildred Loomis, whose 
Congress of Balanced Living celebrated the 
conclusion of its three-day schedule of events 
in Los Angeles by joining the Freethinker's 
Banquet. A cast of 16 performers from age 
6 to 76 sang and danced in the production 
of 1961 Top Hat Revue. Motion pictures 
taken during the celebration will be shown at 
their next social affair. In March this lively 
organization heard Dr. Mac Arthur Propp, 
attorney-at-law, on the subject The Most Mis- 
understood Book, with the assertion that ‘““when 
properly’ understood in its true light, the 
Bible fully sustains the philosophy of Free- 
thought.” 


At the regular meeting of the AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF UNIVERSAL ETHICS, Dr. 


Vitali Negri spoke on The Life and Work of 
Einstein. 


The JEFFERSON FREE THOUGHT SO- 
CIETY OF MILWAUKEE, held a symposium 
on Thomas Paine in January. In February 
Henry’ L. Watt spoke on Abraham Lincoln, 
Victim of Bigoted Zealots and Pius Traducers. 


Programs of the FREIE GEMEINDE of Mil- 
waukee were varied: a film, a concert by the 
Ladies Chorus, a concert and dance by the 
Singing Section, a Ladies Union noon luncheon, 
and their regular weekly singing hour on 
Monday evenings. 


At the Annual Meeting of the FREIE GE- 


MEINDE of St. Louis, Walter Hoops .was 
elected. President, Eugene Leiter, Vice-pres., 
Ed Petrikovitsch, Sec’y-Treas., and August 


Heinrich and Eugene Hoffman as Trustees. 
Wisconsin Freethinker Ken Klinkert initiated 
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a new television program by appearing on 
Around Midnight on WXIX, in January. The 
The station received over 60 telephone calls 
during the program while Klinkert was talking 
on atheism, religion and democracy. — He 
brought out the fact that there is no god and 
that a belief in an authoritarian god concept 
is at variance with a belief in democracy, and 
the same goes for authoritarian religions. He 
explained that if a principle, like democracy, is 
good it should be good across the board. The 
failure of the newspapers to report on this new 
program, as well as other meetings in Mil- 
waukee that took place unreported, caused 
Klinkert to call for a citizens committee to 
check up on the newspapers. 





Rare and Important Books 


For Sale: 
Voltaire: Essai sur les Moeurs et l’Esprit des 
Nations 
8 volumes, published in 1805 (An 
X11), Paper bound - Size about 4x6” 
$35.00 
Montaigne: Essays, edited by W. C. Hazlitt. 
3 volumes, 1892, London. Cloth. 
Size about 5x7”. $10.00 


Jefferson Davis: Rise and Fall of the Con- 
federate Government. 2 Volumes. 
1881, New York. Cloth. Size about 
7x". $10.00 


Horace Greeley: The American Conflict. (A 
History of the Great Rebellion). 2 
Vols. 1864. Hartford. Cloth. Size 
about 7x10". $10.00 


Charles Knight: The Popular History of 
England. 2 Vols. 1880, New York. 
Half-Leather, size about 81x11". 

$15.00 


John P. Brown: Old Frontiers. (The Story of 
the Cherokee Indians). 1 Vol. Library 
Edition, 6x9"’. $5.00 


Ida M. Tarbell: The Life of Abraham Lincoln. 
4 Vols. 1899, Lincoln Hist. Society. 
Cloth. Size about 6x9"’. $10.00 


v 


All books are in fair condition. First come, 
first served. 


WALTER HOOPS 
5437 ENRIGHT AVE., ST. LOUIS 12, MO. 


Dewey Collett, a graduate student of the 


University of Cincinnati, spoke to the CIN- 
CINNATI CHAPTER of the HUMANIST 
ASS'N. on the subject of Clarence Darrow on 
January 20th. He portrayed Darrow as a truly 
fascinating American, who, despite all op- 
position (including risking his life) defended 
the underdog, evolution and the freedom of 
thought. 


Jack Bays, who has taken over the name 
Fact for his mimeographed bulletin (from 
Ralph Blois who gave up publishing) asks 
for those who live close to highways with 
room for picnicking or camping, to write him. 
Bays has worked for ‘“‘stop-over’’ places for 
Freethinkers. — Freethinkers planning to 
vacation in Wisconsin, Colorado, or Canada 
should write Jack Bays, Cederedge, Colorado. 
His Acquaintance Club has reached 100 mem- 
bers to date. 


Mrs. 


a court 


Madalyn Murray, who is engaged in 

fight to abolish opening religious 
exercises in Baltimore schools, charged that her 
son is now being harassed and abused in school 
by teachers. In papers filed in Circuit Court 
Mrs. Murray says her son has been assigned 
45 hours of extra homework a week for seven 
wecks to make up for 19 days he missed during 
the protest against opening exercises. Her 14 
year old son has been assigned a locker in the 
girls’ locker area and has been prevented from 
attending all school assemblies, gym classes, the 
cafeteria, the library periods and outdoor 
recess periods. The bible reading is still carried 
on, but with permission to abstain. Young 
William Murray was given 900 algebraic equa- 
tions to solve, six pages of history assignments, 
including 17 biographical essays and surveys 
of the entire span of Greek and Roman 
cultures, and similar work in other courses. 
The assignments covered 26 closely typewritten 
pages. By working 40 to 45 hours a week out- 
side regular school hours for seven weeks he 
has managed to complete only two of the six 
assigned subjects. Donations to the two court 
cases may be sent to The Maryland Committee 
for Separation of Church and State, 1526 Win- 
ford Rd., Baltimore 12, Maryland. 


Testimony of Dr. Linus Pauilng is the sub- 
ject of a government report on the hearing on 
the campaign against nuclear testing before the 
Subcommittee to Investigate the Internal Se- 
curity Act. Selling for $1.00, the 360 page 
book may be purchased from the United States 
Government Printing Office, Division of Public 





Documents, Washington 25, D.C. Use their 
catalog number Y4.J 89/2:P28. 


Remarks on a post card about Roman 
Catholics, Pope John, Governor Brown and 
(at that time) President-Elect Kennedy caused 
Carl Mote, Jr., to be arrested and placed in 
jail for two weeks while he tried to raise a 
bail of $2,500. The court-appointed attorney 
never spoke to him during the two weeks. He 
is out on $1.00 bail after having pamee a 
psychiatric examination. 


For the third time in three years, Ex-Gover- 
nor Culbert Olson was invited to appear for 
an interview on the Paul Coates television 
program in Los Angeles. He explained: that 
when sworn in as governor of California he 
did not use the words “So help me God,” 
because God couldn't help at all. At 82 
years of age Olson said in answer to questions 
that “I am not afraid of death.” 

All Freethinkers, Rationalists, Humanists, 
Secularists, Unitarians, Agnostics, etc. should 
write their Congressmen their opinion on 
federal aid to education and to aid to private 
and parochial schools. The “‘pro-aid to private 
schools’”’ groups are certainly flooding Wash- 
ington. 


The Radical Humanist of India issued a 
memorial issue to Ellen Roy who was murdered 
in her home in Dehra Dun by two assailants 
who escaped and have not been identified. — 
Robbery does not appear to have been the 
motive and fanaticism is presumed. She was 
editor of the weekly paper. The President 
and Prime Minister of India have expressed 
hope that the work of the Renaissance Institute, 
of which Mrs. Roy was secretary, will continue. 


Our editor, Edd Doerr, who has been both 
a teacher and a social worker, led a discussion 
on juvenile delinquency at the April meeting 
of the Indianapolis Chapter of the American 
Humanist Association. 


A letter to the Humanist (U.S.) says: ‘‘Let’s not 
have any more anti-Catholic articles.” — No 
comment. 


The Voice of Freedom (a Protestant journal, not 
to be confused with the Freethought paper of the 
same name) has revised its format for the: better, 
and continues to hit hard at Roman Catholic vio- 
lations of church-state separation. (Copies may 
be obtained from Freedom Press, P.O. Box 128, 
Nashville, Tennessee.) The editor reports that he 
has received many ugly, vile and vulgar letters 
from Catholics and advises that if they wish to 
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have their. epistles read or printed they should at 
least keep them clean. He says he will also publish 
letters from ‘“‘Freethinkers” (sic) if they are “short, 
fair and honest.” 


B.B.C. recently aired a radio address by John 
Wren-Lewis entitled “Stuff and Science’, in which 
the speaker objected to the use of the word “materi- 
alism”" in only a derogatory sense. Mr. Wren-Lewis 
asserted that “Working out how to behave in 
order to appease a Supreme Manipulator above 
the skies and secure comfort in heaven is just as 
materialistic as working out how to improve 
physical comforts here and now or usher in the 
Socialist Utopia.” 


In England a sign reading “To Catholic Church” 
put up at taxpayers’ expense has been removed 
as the result of an objection by a Secularist. 


Nearly 800 churches have been closed in Scotland 
in the last 30 years and only 130 have been built. 
The population rose by 326,000 during that period, 
and yet the numerical strength of the Kirk rose 
only 17,649. Among recent Glasgow lectures for 
the Rationalist Press Association were “The Re- 
ligion of Ancient Egypt”, by J. P. Morrison, and 
“Scepticism” by James D. McDougall. 


There is no chapel at the Schweitzer hospital in 
Lambarene, Africa, doubtless due to Dr. Schweitzer’s 
rather humanistic approach to religion. 


The New Zealand Rationalist Association has 
been growing with encouraging speed. Our down 
under friends have made good use of a literature 
stall at the Annual Birthday Carnival in Auckland 
and have been packing in large groups at lectures 
in their new bulding. The lecture programs have 
included talks on astronomy and space problems, 
“Languages of the South Pacific’, evolution, co- 
education and sex instruction in the schools, and 
informal discussions, such as one on the meanings 
of terms like “atheism” and “Rationalism”. 


A profit of about $140 was made by selling 3000 
copies of Why I Am Not a Christian by the Ra- 
tionalist Association of South Africa. Bertrand 
Russell’s book, published in Afrikaans and English. 
went over big after the South African Minister of 
the Interior placed an import ban on the volume. 
The edition sold out and a number of new members 
resulted from the local publishing venture. A state- 
ment by a university lecturer that there are hun- 
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dreds of lecturers at South African universities who 
are sceptical regarding religion was met with the 
attitude that this is carrying academic freedom too 
far. The lecturer deplored the reluctance of many 
teachers to discuss evolution and to communicate 
the intelligence to their charges that there are 
actually many people in the world who are atheists. 
The Rationalists heard Dr. Edward Roux speak 
on “Fallacy and Fraud in Science’ at a recent 
meeting in Johannesburg. 
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available from 


RATIONALIST BOOK SERVICE 


2218 ST. LOUIS AVENUE 
ST. LOUIS 6, MISSOURI 


Co 


“THE PLEDGE” 
by Friedrich Duerrenmatt 

Here we have a novel of more than passing in- 
terest to rationalists because of the growing re- 
putation of its author (responsible for iast year’s 
lurid Broadway success The Visit) and because 
of its affinities to the growing cult of the “absurd,” 
whose practitioneers preach the futility of logic. 
Duerrenmatt’s intricate novel is built around the 
premise that “reality can only partially be attacked 
by logic.” This observation seems platitudinous, 
but the Swiss author considers it sufficiently re- 
volutionary to need extended exposition in essays 
that interrupt a brilliantly constructed novel about 
a “genius” whose calculations are frustrated by a 
staggering coincidence. 

Although even the kind of story he tells is not 
strikingly original since O. Henry produced the same 
effects without philosophical overtones fifty years 
ago, Duerrenmatt is a talented artist. His philo- 
sophical pretensions, however, only expose his 
naivete. His “‘genius’” proves to be simply another 
hyper-methodical Teuton obsessed with a fixed idea 
and ruined by his own mental inflexibility. If the 
“cult of the absurd” can produce no better evidence 
than this novel, it is likely to demonstrate not 
the futility of logic but the need for its consistent 
rather than sporadic use. 

— Warren French 
Knopf. 
Bo * * 

“THE MYTH OF CATHOLIC SCHOLARSHIP” 

by Joseph McCabe 

In this evaluation of the Catholic Encyclopedia 
McCabe points out disagreement with authoritative 
sources, both in history and in such little science 
as is included. He also shows that articles on 
the claim of the Church to despotic rights in 
Catholic states are masterpieces of obfuscation, 
dodging the truth or confusing it. 

There are even discrepancies between articles. 
Under “Antediluvians” it is proved that Genesis 
presents a detailed chronology from Creation on, 
but when talking about the Deluge the encyclopedia 
denies any Biblical time scheme. A case of discrep- 
ancy within an article is one passage on the Cathari. 
It admits that the belief forbidding marriage was 
binding to the few “perfect”, or elect, but then it 
claims the Church saved the human race by ex- 
terminating the Albigensians, actually claiming in 
the article, “Toleration,” that “for the Cathari 
no salvation was possible without previous re- 
nunciation of marriage.” 

McCabe’s books on history are always fascinat- 
ing. A well educated Rationalist might, if wealthy 


enough, make it a hobby to have every book that 
McCabe refers to as an authority in_ his library, 
perhaps even those in medieval German. It would 
we a wonderful arsenal of data against. the grow- 
ing movement to suppress and twist history. 
Harry E. Mongold. 
Haldeman-Julius paperback, $1.00. 
Order from Book Service, American Rationalist. 
+ * oe 
“A HISTORY OF SATANISM” 
by Joseph McCabe 

McCabe tells briefly the history of the concept 
of devils. Beginning as evilly inclined spirits 
(among friendly ones) they developed into more 
specialized types and came to have leaders. - The 
Egyptian, Babylonian, and Graeco-Roman concepts 
are described. : 

In the Middle Ages the Christians assumed that 
the witches were worshippers of Satan, so that 
here the story hitches on to another theme. He 
quotes Margaret Murray with approval, but whereas 
the latter author speaks of witchcraft as a linger- 
ing worship of the primitive horned god, McCabe 
states his belief that it was a heresy twisted from 
Manicheism and related to Albigensianism. 

There are a few valuable quotations from me- 
dieval records and much useful information on this 
fascinating subject. The imposture of “Leo Taxil” 
seems ammunition against Catholicism. 

— Harry E. Mongold. 
Haldeman-Julius Publications, 50c. 
Order from Book Service, American Rationalist. 
* ok * 
“THE COLUMBIA ENCYCLOPEDIA’S CRIMES 
AGAINST THE TRUTH” 
by Joseph McCabe 

One of an eye-opening series of critical historical 
works written in McCabe’s last years, this devotes 
itself largely to Christian history after 1600. It 
follows the volume, “History’s Greatest Liars,” by 
continuing the criticism of certain ‘‘new historians,” 
writers since 1928. It also refers to the articles in 
the one-volume Columbia Encyclopedia (second 
edition). 

The importance of history in the claims of the 
Roman Catholic Church is that there is no other 
way to support its authority. If it can be proved 
that an increasingly enlightened world, decorated 
by saints, has risen from a miserable, cruel, ir- 
responsible pre-Christian era, there will be some 
semblance of truth to the idea that God’s plan 
of guiding us through the Roman Catholic Church 
has succeeded. In response to criticisms of what 
the world is today, despite two thousand years of 
Christianity, it is claimed that since the “glorious” 
13th century the rise of unwarrented self-reliance 
(including science and Biblical criticism) has taken 
away much of what we had. 

McCabe has read many of the original records 
that historians (should) base their theories on. 
His report demolishes Catholic-influenced works. 

— Harry E. Mongold. 
Haldeman-Julius Publications, 75c. 
Order from Book Service, American Rationalist. 
* * > 
“TRUTH IS A SHATTERED MIRROR” 
Edited by Mary Gift 

Poems of both piety and impiety comprise this 
excellent volume. On the pious side, though born of 
travail and bewilderment, are the selections from 
Tennyson’s “In Memoriam.” Omar Khayyam, 
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Lucretius, and Sir Richard Burton contribute plenti- 
fully ‘of wisdom and contemplation for the other 
three fourths of the book. 

Lucretius writes in faith, as a prophet of en- 
lightenment, concerning the true nature of gods, 
death, and the physics of our universe. Burton 
debates and concludes, rebelliously, proudly, and 
sensibly. Omar writes in skepticism and consider- 
able ingratitude to the “Maker.” 

Mary Gift has edited by omitting longer passages 
that are verbose and unnecessary, thus greatly in- 
creasing the value and interest of the poems. This 
is especially true of Tennyson’s large work. There 
remain fifty pages of quatrains to study and 
enjoy. 

— Harry E. Mongold. 
50c. Order from AR Book Service. 


+ * * 


“THE FAITH OF A RATIONALIST” 
by Bertrand Russell 

Russell sets forth the rational basis for the 
social sentiments, kindness and truthfulness. Since 
the latter includes honesty with oneself, it is of 
direct value to the self as well as via benefits to 
others. 

Following this article are pieces reprinted from 
American Freeman, including two interesting re- 
ports on the fortunes of McCabe’s “Lies and Fal- 
lacies of the Encyclopedia Britannica.” 

— Harry E. Mongold. 

Haldemann-Julius Publications, 50c. 

oe * * 
BEHAVIORISM” 
by John B. Watson 

Watson’s work in psychology was like that of 
Pavlov in that he fought the interactionist phi- 
losophy, but differed in being more concerned with 
the individual as a whole and less concerned with 
physiological detail. 

I think there is no doubt that some of the specific 
explanations Watson proposed are unacceptable, 
and that he had a rather superficial view of the 
adult personality. He assumed that all one’s habits 
are those of muscles and glands, apparently not 
realizing that in the brain the neurons themselves 
form habit systems. On the other hand, even 
where he was superficial he was at least a con- 
sistent thinker, while other schools of psychology 
and psychopathology have been guilty of much 
confused verbiage. Watson’s definition of per- 
sonality (when extended) was a major triumph, as 
was the impetus he gave to experiments on the 
person as a whole. 

This book, a reprint of the last edition of his 
most popular work, shows that he gave a good deal 
of thought to the criticisms against Behaviorism. 
He considers mental disorder, with mixed success, 
and expounds on some misunderstandings of what 
he had taught earlier. However, there is an 
alarming note of authoritarian social philosophy in 
two or three footnotes, giving credence to other 
criticisms of Behaviorism. 

Although Watson’s work is now partly supplanted 
by the ‘neo-Behaviorist movement led by Skinner 
and others, and also by the investigations of brain 
mechanisms, his books will always be worth 
reading. He teems with ideas. His style is direct 
and frank.: His reports on infants are enlightening 
and absorbing, and his views of the adult are 
basically correct, although omitting some compli- 
cating mechanisms. Above all, his analyses act as 
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a cathartic to overly introverted thinking about the 
behavior of ourselves and others. I would hate to 
be without it. 
— Harry E. Mongold. 
University of Chicago (Phoenix), 1957, cloth or 
paper. 


Inherit The Wind 


(In order to counteract the effects of Time Mazg- 
azine’s most unsympathetic review of the new 
film, “Inherit The Wind”, which appears to have 
been written by a feeble minded follower of Billy 
Graham, we are pleased to present the following 
review which originally appeared in the British 
Freethinker. ) 

It is difficult to do justice to this magnificent 
reconstruction of the famous “Monkey Trial” which 
took place in Tennessee in 1925. The defendent 
was a more or less obscure teacher who tried to 
make his Bible-sodden students see in Evolution 
a first step, so to speak, to modern knowledge; but 
it was breaking the law to teach such heresy, and 
he was soon hauled up to face trial before the 
courts. Against him was a Fundamentalist at- 
titude to the Bible almost impossible to believe — 
fanatical and, of course, ignorant. Against him also 
was brought the famous Presidential candidate, 
William Jennings Bryan, who embodied every- 
thing one could hope for in sheer Fundamentalism; 
and to defend him was the famous Agnostic lawyer, 
Clarence Darrow. The background of the trial, 
with its hysterical crowds shrieking ‘Down with 
Darwin”, “Don’t Monkey With Us”, ‘Goodness, 
Not Gorillas!” and other similar pious slogans, is 
wonderfully produced, especially as in contrast 
we see Gene Kelly as a hard-headed cynical re- 
porter, laughing at these quite hopeless fanatics 
in much the way that not only the rest of America 
but almost the whole world, laughed at them. 

But it was the lawyers, Bryan and Darrow, 
superbly acted by Frederic March and Spencer 
Tracy, who shared with the producer, Stanley 
Kramer, all the honours. In. their two ways, they 
gave us some of the greatest acting I have ever 
seen. Even if you completely disagree with him, 
you could not help feeling a little pity for Bryan, 
so mercilessly castigated by Darrow who hadn’t 
the heart to feel anything but human and generous 
pity for his opponent when he died after his 
“victory”’. 

This is a film for Freethinkers, especially as it 
is the first I have seen with a definite Freethought 
message. I do not know how any Christian can 
see it, and remain fervently loyal to Christianity. 
Here we see what must have been the attitude 
of Christian priests which led to the horrors of 
the Inquisition — the sadistic fanaticism which 
true Christians preached for over a thousand years, 
and which, if it had not been for the progress of 
Science, we might well have had with us even 
now. 

“Inherit The Wind” is a moving film in many 
ways and a great tribute to its producer, Stanley 
Kramer, who said recently on TV that he had 
just a little sympathy for Fundamentalism, and he 
shows this without in the least destroying the 
film’s devastating criticism of the kind of Christi- 
anity our forefathers had to put up with. 

Perhaps one day some producer will discover in 


the turbulent lives of Charles Bradlaugh and 
Thomas Paine the same kind of exciting material 
for the screen as this celebrated “Monkey Trial’ 
has given us. B.C. 
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Religion is a matter that belongs to the church 
and not to the State. 


George Washington 
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